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Music Development Plan Summary
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	September 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Katy McHale-Birch

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Leicestershire Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Our school follows the Kapow Primary Music units of work, which fulfils the National Curriculum statutory Guidance (2014) and aligns with the Model Music Curriculum Guidance (2021).
We work to the aims of the National Curriculum so that all pupils; 
· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians
· Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence
· Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.
At Buswells, we strive to foster a lifelong appreciation of music while equipping children with the skills, knowledge and understanding required to become confident performers, composers and informed listeners. Recognising that many pupils have limited opportunities to engage with music beyond the school environment, we aim to provide a wide range of musical experiences that enable every child to participate in music-making, develop musical thinking and grow as musicians.
The music curriculum at Buswells Lodge focuses on three key areas of development: 
· Technical skills: through singing, instrumental performance and music technology; 
· Understanding how music works through the study of musical elements and concepts;
· Developing creativity, expression and the ability to communicate meaning through music
Each year group follows four carefully sequenced units of learning that build progressively on both substantive and disciplinary knowledge. Through these units, pupils deepen their understanding of the interconnected elements of music and develop increasing confidence and fluency within the discipline. We aim for musical understanding to become embedded so that children are able to engage with and think about music naturally and instinctively.
Music provides a valuable window into different cultures, traditions and societies. Through the teaching of music, pupils gain a broader appreciation of the diverse world in which they live. The curriculum introduces children to a wide variety of musical genres, styles and traditions from different countries and historical periods. Opportunities for listening to and responding to music are embedded throughout the school year, both within lessons and through enrichment activities.
Children develop the knowledge and skills required to improvise, compose, perform individually and collaboratively, and critically evaluate music. They explore the use of their voices, digital technologies and a range of musical instruments to create original musical outcomes. Pupils work independently and with others to refine their technical understanding, accurately create and manipulate sounds, and communicate musical ideas effectively, including through the use of standard Western notation and graphic scores. They learn to analyse and deconstruct musical works, strengthening their own compositional abilities while developing an understanding of musical expression and its impact when performing and evaluating music.
The scheme of work is enhanced through the incorporation of instrumental tuition across both key stages. Subject-specific vocabulary is explicitly taught and regularly revisited through retrieval activities, knowledge organisers and homework tasks. Musical knowledge and skills are revisited over time with increasing complexity, following a cyclical approach that supports the development of musicianship.
By continually building on prior learning, pupils establish strong foundations for future musical study. Children become familiar with a carefully planned progression of musical vocabulary through meaningful practical experiences that always begin with active engagement in sound-making and listening. Teachers ensure that lessons are accessible and enjoyable for all pupils, exploring key musical concepts such as rhythm, pitch, timbre, dynamics and vocal performance.
Music is taught for approximately 60 minutes weekly during the 5-6 week unit cycle, by class teachers and HLTAs. Musical development is further enhanced through the school choir and regular listening opportunities provided during assemblies and other school activities.
In Key Stage 1, pupils learn to play chimes bells and sing in chorus. Children in Years 3 develop their chord knowledge through learning the ukulele, while pupils in Years 4 develop their percussive skills through learning to play African drums.

EYFS

Music provision within the Early Years Foundation Stage meets the requirements of the EYFS Statutory Framework (January 2024) and is informed by the guidance set out in Development Matters (2023). The Early Learning Goal of Being Imaginative and Expressive is developed through the EYFS units to create, plan and develop a range of music lessons, incorporating call and response songs, nursery rhymes and exploring both tuned and untuned percussion instruments, giving children opportunities to:
· Sing a range of familiar nursery rhymes and songs.
· Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories alongside others and, where appropriate, move in time to music.
Additional Needs

All pupils, including those with additional needs, are supported to achieve success in music. We are committed to ensuring full participation in music lessons, and children are not withdrawn from music learning to access other interventions. Where adaptations are required, these are designed to maximise inclusion. This may include providing adaptive instruments to meet physical needs, deploying additional adults or resources, or making other reasonable adjustments to remove barriers to learning.
The lesson materials we use include guidance on adaptive teaching strategies that can be used to both support and challenge pupils, enabling teachers to respond effectively to individual needs.

Assessment

The impact of music teaching is evaluated through a range of assessment approaches, including: a final performance or outcome that is performed and reviewed by both the teacher/HLTA and pupils themselves as well as regular ongoing formative assessment throughout each unit of work and indeed across the year. These assessments help teachers identify pupils who may require additional support as well as those who would benefit from further challenge. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Choir performing at Babbington
Year 2 Dio-Sing performance at Leicester Cathedral 
School Choir- weekly practice during lunchtimes 
Carols around the Christmas tree
Drumming performance to Year 4 parents 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Music is played whilst pupils enter and leave whole school assemblies, immersing pupils in a range of musical styles, genres and artists. 
Our choir participates in a multi-school choir performance at a local secondary school. 
Year 2 participate in a multi-school performance at Leicester Cathedral. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Utilise Pupil Premium funding where possible/appropriate to support children in accessing musical tuition outside of school.
Broaden pupils' musical experiences by introducing additional instrumental tuition opportunities, such as keyboards or other accessible instruments.
Enhance the curriculum through the use of music technology, including digital composition and recording software, to support creativity, composition and understanding of musical elements.
Increase opportunities for group music-making by expanding extracurricular provision, for example through instrumental groups.
Develop partnerships with local musicians, music organisations and cultural providers to enrich pupils' musical experiences through workshops, performances, specialist tuition and other enrichment opportunities.
Provide the choir with opportunities to perform at more school and community events, helping to develop pupils' confidence, musical identity and sense of pride.
Create opportunities for collaborative music projects with other schools and community groups, promoting cultural exchange and shared musical experiences across the Attenborough Learning Trust and local Development Group.
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